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To all Cadets: 

 

 I want to welcome you to the Marine Corps JROTC (MCJROTC) program at Sun Valley 

High School.   For the returning Cadets this is your opportunity to improve and shape your 

program and for the new Cadets this is a wonderful opportunity to become a part of the traditions 

of the Marine Corps JROTC program here at Sun Valley HS. 

 

 While your course selection guide contains the educational goals and methods of 

instruction for the Marine Corps JROTC Program, I want to emphasize that the primary purpose 

of the Marine Corps JROTC program is to develop leadership, character and citizenship.  

Emphasis is to be placed on setting a positive example by adhering to the Marine Corps JROTC 

leadership traits and principles.  This handbook is designed to help you learn more about this 

unique course and outlines Cadet Standards, methods of grading, rules and regulations.  This 

handbook is just an overview – individual sections are to be covered in more detail throughout 

the school year. 

 

 Do your best and participate, don’t be here simply to collect a credit.  If you meet the 

Marine Corps JROTC challenge you will set the example among all of your peers. 

 

 

 

 

J. T. Pearn 

Master Gunnery Sergeant USMC (Ret) 

Marine Instructor 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1. OBJECTIVES OF THE MARINE CORPS JROTC PROGRAM 

 

 

.  Develop leadership skills and strong moral character. 

 

.  Develop a sense of pride and personal discipline and responsibility. 

 

.  Give students an appreciation for the responsibilities of citizenship. 

 

 

2. COURSE CURRICULUM 

 

The basic curriculum for the MCJROTC program was developed by the United States Marine 

Corps and has been modified by the administration and the instructors at Sun Valley as necessary 

to fit the specific needs of this community and its students.  The curriculum emphasizes the 

United States Marine Corps’ traditional and widely recognized devotion to leadership training at 

all levels, obedience to orders, and self-discipline.  The emphasis in the classroom is on 

improvement of academic knowledge and study skills.  Before and after school programs such as 

community service/ceremonies, drill team, physical fitness team, rifle team and weekend trips 

taken by the unit are used to develop leadership skills and the techniques of effective teamwork. 

 

The course may be taken for a full credit for one, two, three, or four years.  A standard academic 

credit is entered on the student’s official school transcript for each year the student successfully 

completes the class.  Grade level is not a prerequisite, but first time cadets, regardless of age and 

grade level will receive credit for LE I; second year Cadets – LE II, etc.    For most Cadets 

MCJROTC will also count for PE (Gym) class.   

 

The following subjects are those typically included in the MCJROTC curriculum: 

 

.  Leadership – How to follow and how to lead. 

.  Marine Corps organization, rank structure, history, traditions, and customs. 

.  Physical fitness. 

.  CPR Certification and first aid. 

.  The organization of the Department of Defense. 

.  American Military History. 

.  Military skills including close order drill, marksmanship, and compass reading. 

.  Current events. 

.  Responsible citizenship to include patriotism and respect for  authority. 

.  Study Skills and Computer Literacy.  

 

 

A typical weekly schedule for classroom work is as follows: 

 

 

Days 1, 3 and 7: Academic 

Days 2, 4 and 8: Physical Training (PT) 

DAY 5: Drill/Academic 

Day 6: Uniform Day/Drill 

 

This schedule is flexible and can be changed to meet the needs of the program 



 

3. INSTRUCTOR 

 

Certified, retired U.S. Marine who is employed by the Penn-Delco School District as per 

a contractual arrangement with the U.S. Marine Corps: 

 

  Marine Instructor (MI):  J.T. Pearn      

                MGySgt USMC (Ret) 

 

 State Certified Health and P.E. Teacher and CPR Instructor 

 

 C.  MCJROTC OFFICE:   Marine Corps JROTC 

       Sun Valley High School 

       2881 Pancoast Ave 

       Aston, PA 19014 

       Tele# (610) 497-6300 (ext: 2110) 

       Direct: (484) 490-1307  

 

Parents and Cadets are encouraged to visit our web site at: http://www.pdsd.org/Domain/225 

    

4. MILITARY OBLIGATION 

 

There is absolutely no military obligation or commitment after high school because of 

participation in the MCJROTC program.  If an individual student does desire to pursue one of 

the many excellent career opportunities available in today’s military then that student may 

choose between attractive enlistment incentives for MCJROTC students, or the possibility of a 

college ROTC scholarship or admission to one of the service Academies.  It should be noted that 

these scholarships and admissions are competitive and require excellent high school grades, 

demonstrated leadership potential and high scores on the “SAT” exam. 

 

 

5.  MARINE CORPS JROTC UNIFORMS 

 

The Cadet uniform is the most clearly visible symbol of the Marine Corps JROTC program.  The 

uniforms worn by the Cadets are identical to those worn by active duty Marines with the 

exception of the shoulder patch required of the JROTC students.  Uniforms are issued to all 

Cadets and must be worn on assigned uniform days.  Every Cadet will be inspected for uniform 

appearance every uniform day and uniforms are to be worn in strict accordance with the Marine 

Corps’ Uniform Regulations.  Wearing the uniform is so essential to the success of every Cadet 

in the MCJROTC that there are a number of rules that must be reviewed immediately: 

 

 Uniforms are issued on a recoverable basis to each Cadet.  That means quite simply 

that Cadets are responsible to return their uniforms when they graduate or leave the 

program.  Cadets who do not return their uniforms must reimburse the program for 

any items lost or damaged.  Failure to return uniforms or monies owed will result 

with you “not walking” on graduation day.   

 Remember, while in uniform you are a representative of this program and to a certain 

extent the United States Marine Corps.  You must ensure that you wear the uniform 

correctly and conduct yourself in a professional manner especially in public (to and 

from school).  There is always someone watching! 

 Day 6 is uniform day for ALL Cadets in the program.  There will be no makeup days 

for Cadets who fail to wear their uniforms on Day 6.  Uniforms are to be worn 

correctly the entire day on Day 6.  Failure to wear the uniform will result in the Cadet 



receiving a zero for his uniform grade.  Cadets who continually are absent (3 or more 

in a quarter) for uniform day will have to wear the uniform as ordered by the Senior 

Military Instructor of Military Instructor or will receive a zero.   

 Uniforms must not be stuffed into wall lockers, or rolled up and jammed into paper or 

plastic bags.   

 Do not chew gum or smoke in uniform.    

 On every occasion when the uniform is worn it is to be cleaned and neatly pressed.  

Shoes will be shined and excess jewelry will not be permitted.     

 Do not act overly romantic with your boyfriend or girlfriend when you are wearing 

the uniform.  

 Never wash the Dress Blue or Service Green uniforms.  These uniforms must be 

“dry-cleaned” only. 

 Keep every button on the uniform buttoned, except the top collar button on the 

camouflage utility blouse. 

 While in uniform male Cadets may not wear earrings.  Female Cadets may wear one 

set of gold post earrings in uniform, and this means one earring in each earlobe.  

There will be no body piercing visible other then the female gold posts in the earlobe. 

 When in uniform, limit jewelry to one watch, one ring and one religious medal.  The 

jewelry should not be ostentatious.   

 Black socks, khaki shirts, white shirts, white belts, web belts and white gloves must 

be washed frequently.  White gear should be washed using mild bleach.  Don’t forget 

to use an iron after washing particularly on shirts and gloves. 

 A Cadet never puts his hands in his pockets in a Cadet uniform.  More specifically 

never put anything in the uniform pockets except a thin, neat wallet. 

 Black socks are worn by male Cadets with the Dress Blue or Service green uniform.  

Identical socks are worn by female Cadets if they choose to wear the slacks and not 

the skirt. 

 The uniform cover is only worn outdoors! 

 Senior Cadets are to correct uniform violations by junior Cadets. 

 Hair is to be worn in accordance with United States Marine Corps regulations 

 Male Cadets are to shave everyday they wear the Cadet uniform.  No beards of any 

style are permitted.  A mustache may be worn; however, it must be kept trimmed 

according to regulations.   

 Uniforms are not to be left in the classroom overnight.  

 Once the uniform has been issued, the cost of cleaning and maintaining the uniform 

during the school year will be the responsibility of the individual Cadet.  Cost of 

cleaning the uniform upon final turn in will be borne by the unit.  Alterations will be 

funded by the MCJROTC but only at a designated cleaner.   

 Uniform inspections will be detailed and thorough.  Inspections will be conducted by 

the Cadets themselves.  By the end of the year all Cadets are to have conducted at 

least one inspection.  Grades will be assigned to the inspecting Cadet based on the 

manner in which they conduct the inspection.  

 

6.  PHYSICAL TRAINING UNIFORM 

 

PT is an integral part of the MCJROTC curriculum.  Participation in MCJROTC eight days a 

cycle fulfills the Cadet’s requirement to take gym class.  Cadets must be ready to actively 

participate in PT – this includes but is not limited to being dressed properly. 

 

 On Physical Training days the Cadet must wear appropriate PT attire. Appropriate PT 

attire is: gym/PT shorts, T-shirt/sweat shirt and running shoes/sneaker. Jeans, shorts 

and long trousers with belt loops, sandals, slippers, Uggs, etc are not appropriate PT 



attire.  Depending on the weather Cadets will be in shorts/sweat clothes along with 

the appropriate footwear.   

 

 

 

7. RANK STRUCTURE AND PROMOTION 

 

The rank structure of the MCJROTC is very similar to the rank structure of the active duty 

Marine Corps.  The entry rank is Cadet Private.   The ranks can be divided into four categories: 

Commissioned Officers, Staff Noncommissioned Officers, Noncommissioned Officers, and 

enlisted.  As an individual Cadet progresses in the program and earns promotions those 

promotions bring increased responsibility.  Commissioned Officers, Staff Noncommissioned 

Officers, and Noncommissioned Officers are expected to “set the example” as unit leaders and 

give their full support to achieving the objectives of the MCJROTC program.  

 

To be promoted in the Marine Corps JROTC program at Sun Valley HS the Cadets must be 

eligible, qualified, and recommended.   

 

Minimum eligibility requirements for promotion are: 

 

 Maintain an “A” average in MCJROTC 

 Do not owe money or uniforms to the MCJROTC program 

 No OSS in the promotion period 

 Achieve a “cutting score” set by the SMI for that promotion period 

 

To achieve a “cutting score” the individual cadets earns points by participating in community 

service events, being on one of the JROTC teams and by demonstrated ability in the Youth 

Physical Fitness (YPF) test.  Below is the breakdown of points: 

 

Drill Team: 10 points 

PT Team: 10 points 

Rifle Team: 10 points 

 

YPF Score: 400-500: 50 Points-Male      300-400: Points-Female 

YPF Score: 300-400: 40 Points-Male      200-300: Points-Female 

YPF Score: 200-300: 30 Points-Male      100-200: Points-Female 

YPF under 200: 25 points-Male               >100:      Points-Female 

 

Points for community service events will be based the percentage of the events worked.  For 

example: if a cadet earns 60% of the total available merit points that cadet will have earned 60 

points towards the cutting score.  

 

Listed below are the factors that are to be considered in determining whether or not an individual 

Cadet is to be recommended for promotion: 

 

 The development and frequent demonstration of positive character traits such as 

integrity, enthusiasm, hard work, self sacrifice, self discipline and striving to maintain 

Marine Corps height and weight standards. 

 Voluntary participation in MCJROTC after school, evening and weekend activities. 

 Participation in MCJROTC field trips and responsible behavior during the trip. 

Participation in camping trips will weigh heavily in the promotion process. 

 Participation in MCJROTC fund raising activities.   

 A positive and professional attitude toward all MCJROTC Cadets. 



 Demonstrated leadership and leadership potential. 

 Proper wearing of the uniform during uniform day. 

 

 

 

8.  DEMOTION 

 

 The fact that you have been promoted does not mean that your rank is permanent.  Violations of 

the rules governing the MCROTC as described in this handbook may lead to a referral of the 

individual to a Court of Cadet Officers who are authorized to recommend various penalties 

including, removal from a leadership position, removal from the drill team, banning from field 

trips, or even reduction in rank, to the Marine Instructor.  If the Cadet’s behavior has been 

particularly egregious the Marine Instructor may set a punishment on their own initiative without 

waiting for the recommendations of the Cadet Officers Court. 

 

 

9. AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

 

Generally speaking there are three types of awards or decorations for which a Cadet can qualify: 

individual awards, unit or group awards and marksmanship badges.  Awards and decorations are 

given to those Cadets who are active in unit activities or excel individually. 

  

Individual awards are presented to Cadets who have excelled at specified aspects of the 

MCJROTC Program.  Awards may be from one of several sources.  The Marine Corps has an 

established list of awards for presentation to Cadets, additionally military veterans’ groups and 

other service organizations frequently offer medals to the MCJROTC for the presentation to the 

unit’s best Cadets, these awards are traditionally given out at the end of year Awards and 

Promotion Ceremony.  Finally competitions, particularly physical fitness and drill competitions, 

offer a challenging way for Cadets to win medals in head to head matches with Cadets from 

other schools. 

 

During the school year the Marine Corps provides a number of ribbons which are presented to 

Cadets for exemplary individual achievement as well as successful participation in group or team 

activities.  Ribbons will be presented during designated uniform days. 

 

Finally there are the shooting badges which can be worn by the successful completion of the 

Civilian Marksmanship air rifle course.  The three categories of shooters who will earn badges 

are Marksman, Sharpshooter and Expert.   

 

 

10. EXPECTATION OF CADET BEHAVIOR 

 

Your behavior in all Sun Valley classrooms and specifically in the Marine Corps JROTC 

classroom must be beyond reproach – you have to set the example of self discipline and 

integrity.  Standards and expectations are higher in the Marine Corps JROTC program and you 

are expected to maintain those standards and set the example for others to emulate in all of your 

classes.    Marine Corps JROTC Cadets are expected to follow and live by the Marine Corps 

JROTC Leadership Traits and Principles. 

 

 

Specific MCJROTC Class rules: 

 



 Proper discipline and professionalism will be maintained in the classroom.  Cadets are to 

adhere to military customs and courtesy when in the Marine Corps JROTC classroom. 

 Do not enter the classroom with any type of electronic device visible or in use.  

 Report for class on time every day.  Students must bring a note if the student is late for 

class or has been absent the previous day.   

 Take notes in class on a daily basis.  Students may use their notes during designated 

exams and quizzes, but may not borrow or use anyone else’s notes.   

 If a Cadet misses any notes or assignments because of absence it is the Cadet’s 

responsibility to make those notes up.  

 Be on time/do not cut class.   

 Outside food is not permitted in the classroom – stops for food in the cafeteria or school 

store are not permitted before or during class. 

 On academic days head calls are only permitted during the first 5 minutes of class. 

 The classroom is not a storeroom.  Do not leave clothes, uniforms, books, or other 

possessions lying around the classroom. 

 Finally the classroom represents the Marine Corps JROTC unit.  It must be kept neat and 

squared away looking all the time.  Don’t be part of the problem, be part of the solution.  

Help make it the best looking classroom in the school. 

 Study Halls and Lunches.  Cadets are permitted to come to the JROTC classroom during 

study halls and lunches under the following conditions: 

 

o Not permitted on Academic Days 

o To get into MCJROTC from a study hall or another class you must have 

permission from the teacher in charge of that class in writing. 

o You must maintain a passing grade in all courses of study to be permitted to come 

to the MCJROTC classroom during your Study Hall.  

o You must have an A average in MCJROTC to come to MCJROTC during any 

period other than your own. 

 

 

 

 

11. COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

The Sun Valley Marine Corps JROTC is very active supporting a wide range of local community 

service projects, parades and ceremonies.  As part of the MCJROTC all Cadets are encouraged to 

participate in and support these community service projects and ceremonies. Participation in 

these activities is a major component of the awards and promotion process. 

 

 

 

12.  FUND RAISING 

 

The MCJROTC is supported financially by Penn-Delco School District and the United States 

Marine Corps.  However, the ROTC program is involved in so many activities that it might be 

necessary to raise funds to meet additional expenses.  If fund raising is necessary no Marine 

Corps JROTC Cadet will be required to participate in the fund raising activity, but only those 

Cadets who take part in fund raisers will be eligible to participate in those events supported by 

the funds raised.  

 

 

 

13.  EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVIIES 



 

The Sun Valley MCJROTC program has a number of competitive teams.  Teams practice either 

before and/or after school and compete against other JROTC units.  These teams include 

 

 Drill Team 

 Physical Fitness Team 

 Rifle Team 

 

In addition to these teams the Marine Corps JROTC conducts a number of camping trips, day 

trips and orientation trips.  All of these trips are strictly voluntary – in order to go on these trips 

individual cadets must have an A average in MCJROTC. 

 

14.  SENIOR GIFTS 

 

It is traditional that at the final awards and promotions ceremony departing seniors receive a 

parting gift.  Gifts are picked by the Instructor Staff and are paid for out of the unit activity fund.  

Seniors who have an “A” average for the year and have been in the program for 4 years or have 

attained the rank of 2
nd

 Lt or higher will receive a gift. 

 

15.  GRADING 

 

Cadets receive a letter grade on their report cards at the end of each marking period.  This grade 

is a composite of all classroom and leadership grades during the marking period. 

 

MCJROTC Cadets are graded on a weekly basis in three (3) areas: Leadership, Physical Training 

(PT) and Uniform Inspection. 

 

The Leadership Grade is worth 100 points per week.  The Leadership Grade is based on the 

Cadets class notes, classroom behavior (both in the MCJROTC classroom and the entire school) 

and participation in Drill, Uniform Inspection, PT, Community Service events and all classroom 

activities.   The emphasis on Leadership grading is the adherence to the Marine Corps JROTC 

Leadership Traits and Principles not only in the MCJROTC classroom but in the entire school.  

  

The PT grade, also worth 100 points, is based on wearing the proper PT uniform and 

participation/effort and fitness test scores.  If a Cadet cannot participate in Physical Training a 

Doctor’s note is required.   

 

The Uniform Inspection grade, also worth 100 points a week, is based on the Cadet’s proper 

wearing of the uniform on uniform day.  Uniform day is Day 6.   

 

Cadets receive a Mid-term and Final exam and may receive a separate grade on: quizzes, 

classroom presentation, weapon’s safety exam, film study (studies) and independent study.   

Mid-term and Final exams will consist of a written exam along with a practical application 

portion of:  Drill, PT and Uniform Inspection.    

 

A detailed grading rubric will be published under separate cover.  

 

         


